Partner search  under Citizenship Programme

Massafra is one of the most interesting and fascinating towns  in Apulia ( South of Italy). The history of this town is closely related  to the Madonna della Scala Ravines that stretches for more than 4 km   interspersed whit caves. Massafra preserves the intact traces of several past dominations like Greeks, Romans, Longobards, Swabians, Angevins etc. as well as the former life of those monks from the East, who first settled the ravines  converting caves into houses and churches.

In the Massafra area there are about 30 Byzantine rocky churches dating back between the VI and XV centuries. The Medieval part of the town developed around the rocky dwellings. In the historical centre, the so-called “vicinanze” are still visible. They are three or four metres wide passages ancient people used to reach underground tuff caves.

Agricolture, craft and trade are the main economical activities in Massafra and there are many well-developed industries as well. The Heineken – Dreher beer brewery is the most flourishing but there are also a lot of farms which produce citrus fruit, oil and wine, exported all over Europe. In 2003 a Civic Archaeological Oil and Wine Museum was founded .

Massafra is also famous for its folklore and festivities, such as the Holy Week and Lent Rites, a very funny and characteristic Carnival and the “ Palio” that contains the history of the town and its population.

CULTURAL EXCHANGE for revaluation of historical Ravines and “vicinanze” as main distinctive traits of some European areas.

The twinning is aiming specifically at creating a touristic sustainable marketing among European areas with the above mentioned similar characteristics.

It is also meant to involve local European people actively (for ex. : young people and the local community); to motivate the exchange of different cultural points of view taking advantage of the cultural heritage and knowledge in order to establish a relevant relationship among European citizens including the gender balance.

 Activities: guided visits to show the historical sites; seminars dealing with bilateral studies and publications on the topic in each country (expertise presentations); introduction of folkloristic and popular cultures; workshops to create  touristic itineraries; production of multilateral agreements.

Final results:

· to create an integrated touristic multilingual itinerary;

· a digital portal addressed to the touristic operators  but also to the final users;

· final video and CDs for the dissemination of the  event 
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